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Sometimes he also makes five small balls of black earth,
rather oval in shape, each of which represents one of the five
mouths of Siva, and on each of these five balls a grain of
rice is placed. Then the linga in the yoni and the five balls
are arranged on a bilva leaf on a copper dish.
When all is ready, the worshipper sprinkles water over
the earthen images and does the sixteenfold worship to
them. Worship thus offered is more efficacious than either
temple-worship or devapujana done at home and is sure to
bring the worshipper his heart's desire, provided only he
remembers this desire all the time that he is worshipping.
After the sixteenfold worship is finished, the god has to
be removed from the earthen linga. First, the man sniffs the
flower, on to which he had before breathed the god from
^himself, until he has, as it were, inhaled the divinity back
into himself; and then he holds his hands over the linga and
moves them in certain twinings and interfacings (very much
like the position of the hands in the old nursery game c Here*s
the parson going upstairs').
A devout Brahman gentleman begins his morning devotions
about three o'clock, and the various acts, grouped under the
five duties of Snana, Sandhya, Homa, Svadhyaya, and Deva-
pujana, take him till about six or seven. He then'pauses
a little, but before he can breakfast he has to perform his
sixth duty, which consists of two parts, Vaisvadeua and
A tit key a (hospitality).
Vattvadeua*
About breakfast-time (i.e. about ten) a Brahman bathes
again and puts on the special cloth which he wears to dine
in; he then performs a most interesting ceremony to propitiate
all the gods.
The worshipper must wear a ring, .either of darbha-grass,
of gold, or of twisted copper wire, on the third finger of his
right hand. He begins by sipping water (acamana), and then
declares his intention that he so-and-so on such-and-such
a date will perform the rite to remove the guilt of life